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Moving Forward...

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, the world is 
consuming much more 
disposable waste. Fossil 
fuels are often used in the 
production of disposable 
face masks, gloves, and 
medical gowns. 

Disposable items are an 
unfortunate necessity for 
sanitary medical 
treatment...

...but the production and 
disposal of these items often 
pollutes our air, waterways, 
and neighborhoods. 

As waste piles up over the 
course of the pandemic, we 
are noticing the harmful 
effects of a culture of 
disposability. 

We should prioritize reusable materials 
when possible, and work to avoid future 
crises that would continue to drive up 
demand for single use plastics. In 
addition, we should reconsider our 
notions of what is disposable. 
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